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Anténio Batista de Souza arrived in Brazil as an infant. He lived in Sdo Paulo, Minas Gerais and among the Carajas Indians on
Bananal Island. In 1955, he settled permanently in Goiéania (GO). He worked as a cistern digger, baker, cook and cleaner before
starting a pottery business in Araguari with his father, the ceramist Américo de Souza who made pots and other household items.
This was why the nickname Poteiro was added to his name. From the development of the skill to make pots came a desire to
produce more sculptural forms from clay. Poteiro carved saints, large urns with embossing, animals associated with the sacred,
dreams that generate humanity. Rarely has the marriage of an earth art with themes of the creation of the world found an

interpreter as extraordinary as Poteiro. “There is a Baroque theatricality in his work”, writes critic Aline Figueiredo.



In fact, a large part of his work follows a religious theme. In 1973, inspired by Siron Franco, Poteiro started painting directly on
canvas. He had no previous drawing experience but in a dramatic way began using primary colors with masterful balance. In
addition to his religious focus, there is a sense of political criticism in many his works. In one of his “Last Suppers” drawings, for
example, the table decoration is made with dollar and pound notes. “In painting”, he declares in a 1977 interview with Frederico
de Morais, “l use the same themes as ceramics: God-only, God-scale, a handful of saints, regional themes, horseback riding,
cirandas all with a little bit of fantasy out of my head”. His work, although numerous, demonstrates a high level of achievement
which places him among the most important artists in the country. Poteiro gained international prominence. He participated twice
in the Sao Paulo International Biennial (1981 and 1991), exhibited in more than twenty countries and received numerous awards

in art salons with wide recognition from the critics.

Source: Pequeno Dicionario do Povo Brasileiro, século XX | Lélia Coelho Frota — Aeroplano, 2005
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With a collection among the most important of the country, Galeria Estagéo, inaugurated at the end of 2004, devoted itself to
revealing and promoting the production of Brazilian non-scholar art. The gallery was responsible for including this language in
the contemporary art scene, while editing publications and holding individual and collective exhibitions inside and outside the
country.

Galeria Estagao works with well-known self-taught artists from various regions of Brazil, such as Agostinho Batista de Freitas,
Alcides dos Santos, Amadeo Luciano Lorenzato, Artur Pereira, Aurelino dos Santos, Chico Tabibuia, Cicero Alves dos Santos-
Véio, GTO, Gilvan Samico, Itamar Julido, Jodo Cosmo Felix-Nino, José Antonio da Silva, José Bezerra, Manuel Graciano, Maria
Auxiliadora, Mirian Inés da Silva, Neves Torres, among others.

Currently the gallery has been incorporating to its cast artists belonging to the contemporary artistic circuit whose works interact
with non-scholar creation, such as André Ricardo, José Bernnd, Julio Villani, Germana Monte-Mor, Moisés Patricio e Santidio
Pereira.

Starting from this rare competence, the space is able to offer a historical and current panorama of a production that went beyond
the limits of self-thought art, at the same time as it investigates names that, independently of the formation, work with elements

from the same source.

Galeria Estacao
Rua Ferreira de Araujo, 625 — Pinheiros, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil — phone: (+5511) 3813-7253
From Monday to Friday, from 11am to 7pm, Saturday from 11am to 3pm

www.galeriaestacao.com.br

contato@galeriaestacao.com.br




