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Biography

Fernando da llha do Ferro (Fernando Rodrigues dos Santos)

1928 - 2009, llha do Ferro | AL

He was born in the oldest house of Ferro Island, in the middle of Sdo Francisco River. He went to school, he tells Celso
Brandao, but never learned how to write his name, although says that he understands the rock inscriptions in the region. In his
early youth he worked on the land, planting rice, corn and beans, He is a provocative character in both life and arts has a book
dictated and transcribes of humorous anecdotes, hunting stories and roguish pranks. Son of a clog maker, he began in the arts
world by small objects in his father’s workshop. When he was 40 years old, he built his first piece of furniture: a deckchair. In
the 1970s he resumed his father’s profession, redesigning the original clogs. In 1979, a trip to Rio de Janeiro was also to
influence his inventor’s path, since by 1980 on his return home, he began new projects, building the Bar Redondo, whose

tables and sculptural chairs were the start of his career as sculptor and furniture designer. Benches he made were displayed in
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1987 at the Brésil Arts Populaires exhibition, in the Grand Palais, Paris, and today are on show in the permanent popular art
exhibition of the Sao Francisco Cultural Center in Jodo Pessoa, capital of Paraiba State. He exhibited in the Paraiba Popular
Arte Museum and Casa Cor in Sdo Paulo, in 2001, winning an award for the environment of designer Arthur Casas, which
included Fernando’s  three — legged high-backed chair. He took part in the O Sentar Brasileiro exhibition with 100 chair and
benches, which inaugurated the new Curitiba Museum by Oscar Niemeyer, where three pieces of his were displayed in the
main room, alongside the furniture by the Campana brothers. He has an acute taste for the organic, well-balanced furniture, but
which, when transferred to his sculpture at the turn of the 20t to 21stcentury; he creates a no less fascinating groups of
terrifying beast-like, very often hybrid, creatures. He frequently conceptual outlines of modernity make him also portray an arm
of Ayrton Senna as an ex-votos, with a drum face for ceremonial drumming for the death of the Formula-1 idol. This object also
is used as a vacuum flask on his hunts, since it is covered with aluminum. His presence contributes to the gradual revelation of

Ferro Island as a creative center inhabited by numerous artists.

Source: Little Dictionary of the Brazilian People’s Art — 20th Century, by anthropologist and poet Lélia Coelho Frota
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Individual Exhibitions:
2021 Fernando Rodrigues llha do Ferro, Galeria Estacao, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil
Collective Exhibitions:

2012 - 2013 Janete Costa "A look", Museu Janete Costa, Niteroi, RJ, Brazil

2010 Brazilian Art: beyond the system, Galeria Estacdo, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil

2010 Pavilion of Brazilian Cultures: Pure Mixtures, Pavilhdo de Culturas Brasileiras, Pg. Ibirapuera, Sado Paulo, SP, Brazil
2009 Art-Madrid, Pabellén de Cristal, Casa de Campo, Madrid, Spain

2009 Casa Brasil Fair, Parque de Eventos Bento Goncalves, RS, Brazil

2007 Exhibition of Artists and Artisans, Galeria Estacéo, Sdo Paulo, SP, Brazil
Selected Publications:
2012 Janete Costa "A look ", Mario Santos, Lis Grafica, pg 88, 89, 91

2010 Brazilian Art: beyond the system, Galeria Estacao, Lis Grafica, pg 26, 27
2007 Exhibition of Artists and Artisans, Galeria Estacéo, Sdo Paulo, SP, Brazil
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Exhibitions

2021 Fernando Rodrigues llha do Ferro, Galeria Estacao, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil
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2010 Brazilian Art: beyond the system, Galeria Estacdo, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil
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Artworks

Bench,
Wooden sculpture
56 x 52 x 55 cm | 22.04 x 20.47 x 21.65 in
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Bench,
Wooden sculpture
60 x 63 x 74 cm | 23.62 x 24.80 x 29.13 in
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Chair,
Wooden sculpture
105 x 55 x 56 cm | 41.33 x 21.65 x 22.04 in
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With a collection among the most important of the country, Galeria Estacao, inaugurated at the end of 2004, devoted itself to
revealing and promoting the production of Brazilian non-scholar art. The gallery was responsible for including this language in
the contemporary art scene, while editing publications and holding individual and collective exhibitions inside and outside the
country.

Galeria Estacao works with well-known self-taught artists from various regions of Brazil, such as Agostinho Batista de Freitas,
Alcides dos Santos, Amadeo Luciano Lorenzato, Artur Pereira, Aurelino dos Santos, Chico Tabibuia, Cicero Alves dos
Santos-Véio, GTO, Gilvan Samico, ltamar Julido, Joao Cosmo Felix-Nino, José Anténio da Silva, José Bezerra, Manuel Graciano,
Maria Auxiliadora, Mirian Inés da Silva, Neves Torres, among others.

Currently the gallery has been incorporating to its cast artists belonging to the contemporary artistic circuit whose works interact
with non-scholar creation, such as André Ricardo, José Bernnd, Julio Villani, Germana Monte-Moér, Moisés Patricio e Santidio
Pereira.

Starting from this rare competence, the space is able to offer a historical and current panorama of a production that went beyond
the limits of self-thought art, at the same time as it investigates names that, independently of the formation, work with elements

from the same source.

Galeria Estacao
Rua Ferreira de Araujo, 625 — Pinheiros, Sao Paulo, SP , Brazil — phone: (+5511) 3813-7253
From Monday to Friday, from 11am to 7pm, Saturday from 11am to 3pm

www.galeriaestacao.com.br

contato@galeriaestacao.com.br




